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ERIC SHAW 

nunlst leadership arc appearing. It is unlikely that Enrico Ber- 
inc^ucr would survive the burial of the Historical Compromise. 

Others arc more practised. A decade and a half ago, after con- 
iderahle heart-searching, the , Christian Democrats invited the 
Socialists to join the government, inaugurating a decade of Centre- 
'xft government. The net outcome was a divided, weakened and 
liiscrcdiied Socialist Party, a few hesitant reforms— and a Christi^ 
Democrat Party more securely esconced in Italian society and politics 
[han ever. 
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TOWARDS A EUROPE OF THE 
PARTIES 

DAVID MARQUAND ' 

[S\ome Europeans remain formally committed to fully-fledged 
federalism within the Community. It is a noble goal but one 
which for most of us in Britain is unrealistic, and to some 
mythical. . . . [/]« the main the British outloo\ is practical. 

IVe cannot see in concrete terms how nine nations with very 
different political, social and cultural traditions — some of them 
young nations in European terms — can possibly become federated 
over any iime-scale of political activity on which it is realistic to 
focus.^' (The Rt. Hon. David Owen, Brussels, 6th February, 

• 1978.) 

“/ personally am as totally opposed to a federal Europe as he 
Neil Marten, M.P.] and those who thinly like him are:' (The 
Rt. Hon. William Whitelaw, M.P„ House of Commons, 24th 
November, 1977.) 

“ / believe that these words * federal' and * federalism ' are rather 
unfortunate in speaking of the way in which the Community 
may develop under the Treaty of Rome, for it is tjuite clear from 
the nature of that Treaty that it will not develop into a federa- 
tion. . . . The intention of the Treaty of Rome, as writ large in 
the Treaty and declared by those who created it and those who 
sustain it, is political union in Europe." (The Rt. Hon. Enoch 
Powell, M.P., House of Commons, 24 th November 1977.) 

Now that the dust is settling, it is clear that three schools of 
thought were engaged in the battle over British membership 
the European Community, not two. It is also clear that the school 
which determined the outcome had the most conservative conception 
of what the Coinmunity was for and of what membership of it 
would entail. At one end of the spectrum were the convinced 
supporters of European integration — sometimes misleadingly known 
as “ federalists ’’—who accepted the famous Monnet dictum that 
it was necessary to “ utiir les homines ” and not merely to “ coahser 
les hats ”, and for whom British membcrsliip of a supranational 
Community was a |X)sitivc goal. At the other end were the convinced 
anti-intcgralionisls who agreed that the Community was in the 

• The author is now Professor of Contemporary History and Politics at Salford University, 
having been until recently Cltief Adviser in the Secretariat General of the European Com- 
mission rcsptinsibic for the Commission and the; European Parliament, and before that a 
Labour Meml>cr of Parliamcni- 
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